
 

 
On May 14-15, the RM of Morris experienced a significant windstorm event that caused 
widespread soil erosion and deposited field chaff and debris into municipal ditches. To 
date, approximately 200 affected sites have been identified. If not addressed, these 
conditions may contribute to damage to adjacent agricultural lands, culverts, and 
roadways. 
 
The RM has declared a Local State of Emergency, enabling the municipality to take 
necessary actions to respond to and recover from this event. A request has also been 
submitted to the Government of Manitoba to establish a Disaster Financial Relief 
Assistance Program to support recovery costs. At this time, no such program has been 
confirmed. Preliminary estimates place total recovery costs between $1- $1.5 million.   
 
While the municipality understands the critical nature of this event, recovery efforts put 
pressure on our municipal finances. The municipality is still recovering from the 2022 flood 
event financially, with over 2 million still to be reimbursed by the Province. 
 
Council has allocated equipment to remove debris from ditches and to clear culvert debris. 
Work is being prioritized based on severity and risk. Council has also approved the use of 
contracted equipment. Completion timelines are currently unknown. 
 
Debris removed from ditches and culverts will be placed on adjacent lands. The leveling of 
this material is the responsibility of the respective landowners. 
 
Residents are advised that the reallocation of municipal staff and equipment to this 
emergency response will impact regular municipal operations and may result in delays to 
previously schedule 2026 maintenance and capital projects.  
 
These pictures show 2 sites with blow dirt in ditches.  
 
Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 


