
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Council Contact Information 
Reeve Ralph Groening (204) 746-5394 

ralph.groening@rmofmorris.ca 
Deputy Reeve Rick Giesbrecht (204) 746-5355  

   rick.giesbrecht@rmofmorris.ca 

Councillor Stan Siemens (204) 746-5818        

stan.siemens@rmofmorris.ca 

Councillor Scott Siemens (204) 746-4749  

scott.siemens@rmofmorris.ca  

Councillor Mervin Dueck (204) 746-5010 

mervin.dueck@rmofmorris.ca 

Councillor Shane Kroeker  (204) 209-0375  

   shane.kroeker@rmofmorris.ca  

Councillor Al Rowe  (204) 750-1572 

   al.rowe@rmofmorris.ca 

CAO Larry Driedger  (204) 746-7300  

   cao@rmofmorris.ca 

 

Payment Options 

1) At Landfills – Debit or credit card 
2) Online Banking – You may process your payments online if your bank is set up for such. Please be 

sure to choose the RM of Morris, not the Town of Morris as a payee. Always allow 5 business days for 
your bank to process payments to ensure it is received by its deadline. 

3) Dropbox – Located beside our front office doors. 
4) In Office – We accept cash, cheque and debit. 
5) Credit Card – Now accepting credit card payments through Option Pay, check it out here: 

https://payment.optionpay.ca/rural-municipality-of-morris/index.php  
 
More information can be found here https://rmofmorris.ca/government/payment-options/  

Reeve Report 

Your RM of Morris Council has often been challenged by the various 

municipal responsibilities we are tasked to manage. The conclusion of this 

Council term ended with a near record breaking snow fall followed by the 

flood event of 2022. The flood clean up campaign has progressed as quickly 

as possible given the competition for both workers and contractors 

available to remove debris, repair and replace culverts, and clean municipal 

ditches. We want to acknowledge the understanding and patience of 

residents and ratepayers this summer as we rushed to remediate and repair 

municipal infrastructure. 

This will also be my last Council report because I will be retiring from 

municipal politics after 27 years of service to the community, 15 years as 

Councillor and Deputy Reeve and the last 12 years as your Reeve. One of 

the significant accomplishments was the completion of a municipal potable 

water system. This was a huge task and could never have been 

accomplished without the support of administration, public works, and 

unity of purpose by various councils. We could not have successfully 

completed this task without the leadership of Public Works Supervisor Don 

Harder. Don’s contribution to effective municipal public service was 

exceptional. 

The introduction of high-speed internet service by Valley Fiber in the RM of 

Morris is another notable accomplishment.  

Economic development has been an important focus of RM of Morris 

Councils and the very successful development of the Rosenort Industrial 

Park is a result of this Council initiative. 

Council recognized the importance of flood proofing Rosenort and worked 

with the province of Manitoba to raise and hard surface highway #330 and 

support the construction of a new bridge on #422 and raising of highway 

#205. 

Maintenance and upgrade of municipal infrastructure is another essential 

responsibility of Council. Installation of a sewer and water system in the 

community of Sperling, expansion of the Lowe Farm and Rosenort lagoon 

system and expansion of the Rosenort water reservoir have all been 

completed. Residential building lots have been developed in Lowe Farm and 

work on a 230-lot residential development will begin this fall in Rosenort. 

I want to thank residents and ratepayers in the RM of Morris for the 

opportunity to serve as your municipal representative for the past 27 years. 

My time on Council has been challenging and sometimes difficult but 

always rewarding.  

My very best wishes to Reeve-elect Scott Siemens and his new Council as 

they take on Council responsibilities in the RM of Morris on October 27. 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Council Meeting 

• October 12th 

• November 9th 

• December 14th 

• January 11th 

Recycling & Garbage Collection 

 Garbage  Recycling Zone 1   Recycling Zone 2 

 

 
 

For more information visit https://rmofmorris.ca/community/recycling-garbage-program/  

Water Works 

Emergency Line: 

204-746-7300 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 
A future with growing, sustainable communities and a diverse economic 

base resulting in more people, more jobs and more housing. 
 

Fall 2022 Newsletter 

Box 518, Morris, MB, R0G 1K0 - P: (204)746-7300 - F: (204)746-8801 - E: info@rmofmorris.ca 

Serving the communities of Sperling, 

Aubigny, Rosenort, Riverside, 

McTavish, Silver Plains, Lowe Farm, 

Kane and Sewell since 1880. 

 

CAO Report 

2022 General Municipal Election Results 

The nomination period for potential candidates to run for 

the municipal council closed on September 20th, 

2022.  Below are the results: 

Reeve – Scott Siemens – Acclaimed 

Councillors – Mervin Dueck, Rick Giesbrecht, Shane 

Kroeker & Al Rowe – All Acclaimed 

LUD of Rosenort Committee – Karissa Sawatzky – 

Acclaimed 

Currently we have 2 vacant Council positions and 1 vacant 

LUD Committee position.  Council will need to decide how 

to fill these vacancies. 

The outgoing Council terms will be completed on October 

26th, 2022, which is the normal election day. 

2022 Flood Update 

Our team has been working diligently trying to get our 

infrastructure repairs and cleaning up flood debris.  To 

date we have spent in excess of $4.3 million on repairs 

and are expecting that quite a bit more will be 

spent.  Thankfully the Province of Manitoba established a 

Disaster Financial Assistance (DFA) program for this 

event.  To date we have submitted a number of claims 

and have received just over $1.2 million back from 

DFA.  We are submitting claims regularly in order to 

ensure that we have adequate cash flows 

Farewell to Reeve Ralph Groening & Councillor Stan 

Siemens 

As this will be the last newsletter in which Reeve Ralph 

will have an article, I would like to publicly thank him for 

his 27 years of service to the Rural Municipality of 

Morris.  He has been involved in helping to mold and 

shape the municipality and many improvements have 

been achieved.  Personally, it has been an honour and 

privilege to work alongside Ralph these past 10+ years 

that I have been Chief Administrative Officer. 

Councillor Stan Siemens has also been a long serving 

member of Council, having served for 23 years.  I would 

also like to thank Stan for his many years of service. 
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Building Inspector / Fire Chief Report 

Where has the summer gone? Thanksgiving is almost upon us with Christmas coming up fast! Municipal 

staff have been very busy this year with the spring flood and the upcoming municipal election. 

Now that the weather is going to turn colder once again, people will be using wood stoves for extra 

heat. Please ensure that you have your chimney cleaned by a WETT certified tradesperson before you 

begin burning this year. Since we will soon be indoors most of the time, this is a good time to check the 

batteries in your smoke detectors and to practice your family fire escape plan. Fire Safety Week runs 

October 9 – 15 this year and its theme is “Fire Won’t Wait – Plan Your Escape!” A Home Fire Escape Plan 

template can be found on the Manitoba Office of the Fire Commissioner website 

(https://firecomm.gov.mb.ca). I encourage everyone to make use of this template. 

Should you be considering building a garage or shed this fall to store your tools and toys, please 
remember that any structure over 120 square feet requires a building permit. Call or email me at the 
municipal office for more information. 

 

 

Trevor Dackow 

Building Inspector / Fire Chief 

 

Public Works Report 

Summer has come and gone, and we are still working on the flood clean-up and restoration. Things are moving 

slower than expected due to unavailable contractors / workers. 

The Rosenort lagoon project is moving along nicely. Rosenort’s water reservoir expansion is finally approaching 

completion. 

Aubigny’s sidewalk project is done. We will start the spreading of the dirt piles from ditching (shortly). 

Roadside mowing is still ongoing and we’ll be cutting as long as mother nature will let us. 

Dirt roads have been holding up nicely. We would like to thank the local community for letting us know when 

some roads haven been used, so we can try to give them attention. 

We wish we could have done more, but without the workforce, it’s hard to get things done. 

 

Paul Robert 

Public Works Foreman 

Continued from page 1 

Both of these gentlemen have decided to ‘retire’ from local government and I am sure that their inputs and 

opinions will be missed in the future.  We have all worked together and have achieved the completion of 

numerous projects and also have a number of projects that are currently underway. 

Property Tax Due Date 

Just a reminder to ensure that you pay your property tax bills on or prior to the deadline date.  This years 

tax due date is October 25th, 2022.  Any unpaid taxes after due date will be subject to penalty/interest 

charges of 1.25% per month. 

We hope you enjoy the fall season and are prepared when the snow eventually will come. 
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