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Rural Municipality of Morris 

Meeting Minutes 
Council Meeting February 9, 2022 - 09:30 AM 

Minutes of the RM of Morris Council Meeting held on February 9, 2022, commencing at 9:30 a.m. in the 

RM of Morris Council Chambers. Reeve, Ralph Groening and Councillors Rick Giesbrecht, Mervin Dueck, 

Stan Siemens, Shane Kroeker, and Al Rowe were present with Reeve Groening in the Chair. CAO, Larry 

Driedger, Recording Officer, Jennifer Taylor, Public Works Manager, Paul Robert and Building 

Inspector/Fire Chief, Trevor Dackow, were also present at the meeting. Councillor Shane Kroeker 

attended virtually from the start of the meeting until approximately 10:45 a.m., and Councillor Scott 

Siemens did not attend. 

1 Agenda 

1.1 Agenda Additions 

1.2 Adoption of Agenda 
 2022-015 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the February 9, 2022, Council Agenda be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

2 In Camera 
 2022-016 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council go in-camera for discussion. 

CARRIED 

Mr. Ken Maclean - Zoomed in at 9:30 a.m. to discuss Union negotiations. 

2.1 Out of Camera 
 2022-017 
 Stan Siemens 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council return to open meeting. 

CARRIED 
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3 Council Meeting Minutes 

 
  

3.1 Previous Council Meeting Minutes - January 12, 2022 
 2022-018 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Rick Giesbrecht 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of a meeting that was held on January 12, 2022, be 
adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

3.2 Previous Special Council Meeting Minutes - January 28, 2022 
 2022-019 
 Shane Kroeker 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of a special meeting that was held on January 28, 2022, 
be adopted as presented. 

CARRIED 

3.3 Business Arising From Previous Minutes 

4 Finance/Personnel 

4.1 Cheque Listing and Employee Earnings 
 2022-020 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Rick Giesbrecht 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council approve the accounts as presented from 
cheque number 20220001  to 202200219 totalling $1,402,764.28. 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT we approve the payroll earnings as presented. 

CARRIED 

4.2 2021 Preliminary Year End Draft - General Operating Fund 

4.3 2021 Preliminary Year End Draft - Utility Operating Fund 

4.4 2021 Preliminary Year End Draft - LUD 

4.5 Reserve Allocations for the 2021 Fiscal Year 
 2022-021 
 Shane Kroeker 
 Mervin Dueck 

WHEREAS based on the preliminary year end projections it is estimated that the Utility 
Operating Fund will have a surplus of approximately $247,000.00 for 2021;  
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AND WHEREAS it is deemed in the best interest of the Rural Municipality of Morris to 
transfer some of these surplus funds to the Reserve funds instead of leaving them to be 
allocated to the accumulated surplus; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we transfer the following additional amounts into 
the corresponding reserve funds for 2021: 
     Utility Reserve Fund - up to $240,000.00 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT in the event that, if during the course of an audit 
review this transfer results in a deficit to the Utility Operating Fund, the Auditor may 
transfer some funds back to the Utility Operating Fund to avoid creating such an operating 
deficit. 

CARRIED 

5 Public Hearings: None 

6 Delegations 

6.1 11:30 a.m. - Ms. Barb Gillis, RM of Morris Emergency Coordinator 

Barb Gillis advised no major changes to the plan. The Emergency Asset Resource List is 
updated every couple months. She is expecting big changes on the list on the EMO side 
within the next couple months due to changes in staff. 
Advised that EMO has changed to 4 different divisions, with currently 2 coordinators. 
She reminded us that sharing resources during an emergency with neighbouring 
municipality's and town offices is very beneficial.  
Flood training is something to consider to freshen up our minds. 
Update from province regarding responsibility during a emergency. The municipality is 
responsibly in the first 72 hours, after that, the province will take over. 
Barb is looking for Emergency Operation Centre volunteers. It is a online course. CAO Larry 
Driedger would like all office staff to be trained. 
Council and Barb discussed possible EOC if needed, several options were suggested within 
the municipality if the RM Office is not a option. 

6.2 1:00 p.m. - Mr. Greg Archibald - Pembina Valley Water Cooperative Inc. 

7 Action Correspondence 

7.1 Town of Morris - Morris Pool 
 2022-022 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Shane Kroeker 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council will grant $2,000.00 to the Town of Morris 
for the operation of the Morris Pool in 2022. 

CARRIED 
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7.2 Tax Arrears Forgiveness - Resident Request 
 2022-023 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council forgive the outstanding Property Tax 
arrears, as presented. 

DEFEATED 

8 Reports 

8.1 Reeve Report 

8.2 Building Permit Value Report & Building Permit Listing - Administration 

Larry Driedger discussed newly released census stats. Advised that the number of dwelling 
units and population counts were not accurate. Larry has made efforts to contact Statistics 
Canada to correct this. 

8.3 Building Inspector/Fire Chief Report 

8.4 Councillor Shane Kroeker left the meeting at 10:50 AM 

8.5 Public Works Manager Report 

Public Works Report – February 9, 2022 

• Will be contacting Dirt Pro or Brunet to level off snow drift along some rural roads. 

• Excavator with snow bucket will be out in Sperling, Rosenort low levels and Lowe Farm. 

• Lowe Farm water plant will need a chlorine monitor replacement. Would like to replace 
it with the same on as in Rosenort. The pre-covid price was $7,176.75. New quotation is 
attached. 

• At the end of February, Warren and I have a Manitoba Water & Wastewater 
Conference which is in Brandon. We will be attending virtually. 

• Looking into getting an industrial pallet racking to put in the shop to help declutter and 
keep items off the floor. Also, should be looking to purchase a forklift to have at the 
shop in the event we get anything that needs forks to unload. We need to have the skid 
steer around. 

• I Dig Best Inc. Estimate – (Attached). 

8.5.1 Manitoba Infrastructure - Culvert Jacking Project 

8.5.2 Class A Auto Restorations - Snow Removal 

Public works will be providing requested snow removal. 
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9 Information 

9.1 Proposal to Subdivide File No. 4152-22-8189 - RM of Morris 

9.2 2021 Annual Compliance Audit - RM of Morris Public Water Systems 

9.3 RM of Morris & Colliers Project Leaders - Subdivision Meeting Minutes - January 21, 2022 

9.4 RM of Morris & Landmark Planning & Design - Meeting Minutes - January 20, 2022 

9.5 RM of Morris Planning Workshop Meeting Minutes - January 28, 2022 

9.6 Sperling Rink Board Meeting Minutes - January 2022 

9.7 Valley Regional Library - Meeting Minutes & Correspondence - December 20, 2021 

9.8 Red River Valley Food Bank Report - 2021 

9.9 Graydon Veterinary Corporation - Clinic Request 

9.10 Manitoba Building Sustainable Communities Program Fund - Support Letters 

9.11 Manitoba Good Roads Association - January 2022 Newsletter & 2022 Membership 
Renewal Letter 

9.12 Association of Manitoba Municipalities - Resolution No. 33-2017 

9.13 Town of Morris - Assisted Living 
 2022-024 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council appoint Councillor Shane Kroeker to attend 
the new facility committee to assess and advise the rest of Council. 

CARRIED 

9.14 Town of Morris - Resolution No. 11/01/22 

9.15 Prairie Rose School Division Meeting Minutes - January 31, 2022 

9.16 The Rural Municipality of Ritchot - Notice of Public Hearing - February 16, 2022 

9.17 Municipality of Emerson-Franklin - Resolution No. 22-006 - Medical First Response 
Program 

9.18 The Rural Municipality of West St. Paul - Resolution Nos. 2021-625, 2021-626 - Medical 
First Response Program 
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10 Other Business 

10.1 RM of Morris Proposed 2022 Drainage Plan 
 2022-025 
 Stan Siemens 
 Mervin Dueck 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council approve the proposed 2022 Drainage Plan, 
as presented. 

CARRIED 

10.2 Valley Regional Library 2022 Grant 
 2022-026 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council grant $15,540.00 to the Valley Regional 
Library for 2022. 

CARRIED 

10.3 RM of Morris 2021 Public Water System Annual Report 
 2022-027 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Rick Giesbrecht 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council adopt the 2021 Public Water Annual Report 
as presented. 

CARRIED 

10.4 The Manitoba Water Services Board - 2022 Core Infrastructure Renewal Plan 
 2022-028 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council approve the 2022 Core Infrastructure 
Renewal Plan for the Manitoba Water Services Board, as per attached projects: 

1. Installation of Missing Water & LPS Sewer Valves - Both Mains and Individual 
Connections 

2. Sewer & Water Expansion - Lowe Farm Residential Sub-division 

3. Sewer & Water Expansion - Rosenort South Dyke Sub-division 

4. Aubigny Sewer System 

5. PTH 75 LPS Sewer - North of PR 205 

6. PR 246 LPS Sewer - South of Aubigny 

7. PR 246 LPS Sewer - North of Aubigny 

CARRIED 
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10.5 2022 RM of Morris Election - Senior Election Official Appointment 
 2022-029 
 Stan Siemens 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council appoint Larry Driedger as the Senior 
Election Official for the Rural Municipality of Morris 2022 Election. 

CARRIED 

10.6 2022 Province of Manitoba Urban/Hometown Green Team Grant Application 
 2022-030 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council approve the 2022 Province of Manitoba 
Urban/Hometown Green Team Grant Application as presented. 

CARRIED 

10.7 Morris Area Senior Services, Inc. 
 2022-031 
 Stan Siemens 
 Al Rowe 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council grant $3,000.00 to the Morris Area Senior 
Services, Inc. for 2022. 

CARRIED 

10.8 Weed Inspection Supervisor 
 2022-032 
 Stan Siemens 
 Rick Giesbrecht 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council appoint Mr. Michael Lawrence, from 
Commissionaires Manitoba, as the 2022 Weed Inspection Supervisor for the RM of Morris. 

CARRIED 

10.9 Campaign Expenses and Contributions - By-law 

Only change to be made are the dates in 5.3, campaign amounts in 3.1 are good. 

 Mr. Greg Archibald from PVWC requested an In Camera discussion. 
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10.10 In Camera 
 2022-033 
 Stan Siemens 
 Mervin Dueck 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council go in-camera for discussion. 
 
Councillor Stan Siemens left the meeting at approximately 1:45 p.m. 

CARRIED 

10.11 Out of Camera 
 2022-034 
 Rick Giesbrecht 
 Mervin Dueck 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the RM of Morris Council go back into open meeting. 

CARRIED 

11 Adjournment 
 2022-035 
 Mervin Dueck 
 Rick Giesbrecht 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting is now adjourned at 1:55 PM and the next 
regular meeting of Council be held on March 9, 2022, at 9:30 a.m. 

CARRIED 

 

 

    

_____________________ ______________________________ 

Reeve Chief Administrative Officer 

 

 


