
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 

Council Contact Information 
 
Reeve Ralph Groening  Cell: (204) 746-5394 
Email: ralph.groening@rmofmorris.ca 
Deputy Reeve Rick Giesbrecht Cell: (204) 746-5355 
Email: rick.giesbrecht@rmofmorris.ca 
Councillor Stan Siemens Cell: (204) 746-5818        
Email: stan.siemens@rmofmorris.ca 
Councillor Barry Fraese  Cell: (204) 746-5824 
Email: barry.fraese@rmofmorris.ca 
Councillor Scott Siemens Cell: (204) 745-4749  
Email: scott.siemens@rmofmorris.ca  
Councillor Mervin Dueck Cell: (204) 746-5010 
Email: mervin.dueck@rmofmorris.ca 
Councillor Shane Kroeker  Cell: (204) 209-0375 
Email: shane.kroeker@rmofmorris.ca  
CAO Larry Driedger  Phone: (204) 746-7300 
Email: larry.driedger@rmofmorris.ca 
 

 
 

Fall Newsletter 
Sept/Oct 2019 

 
Vision Statement 

A future with growing, sustainable communities and a 
diverse economic base resulting in more people, more 

jobs and more housing. 

Payment Options 
1) Online Banking – You may 

process your payments online if 
your bank is set up for such. 
Please be sure to choose the RM 
of Morris, not the Town of Morris 
as a payee. Always allow 5 
business days for your bank to 
process payments to ensure it is 
received by its deadline. We DO 
NOT deal with TD Bank. 

2) Pre-Authorized – Forms are 
found in our office. Please bring a 
void cheque if signing up. Both 
utility and tax bills may be paid 
this way. 

3) At Our Office – We accept cash, 
cheque and debit only. Cheque 
payments can also be sent in the 
mail.  We DO NOT accept credit 
cards.  

Upcoming Council 
Meetings 

Please check out our 
Twitter, Facebook and 
Website in case of 
date change. 
• Oct 9th, 2019 
• Nov 13th, 2019 
• Dec 11th, 2019 
• Jan 8th, 2020 

Visit Valley Regional 
Library’s website and like 
them on Facebook to keep 

updated! 
http://valley.mb.libraries.coop/ 

 

Greetings from the Reeve 
 

Summer has ended quickly, to the disappointment of many. Late summer 
rains have created harvest challenges for our farmers and have placed our road 
network under considerable stress. The moisture did replenish dry soil conditions so 
we appreciate the rain necessary for agriculture in 2020.  

Council has been working with administration to identify and set short and 
long term infrastructure priorities for our municipality. CAO Larry Driedger has 
completed the application for Investing in Canada Phase 2 with the expansion of 
water storage capacity and additional cell for Rosenort lagoon as our major priority. 

Expansion of the wastewater system east to Aubigny and additional rural 
wastewater service were also included in our infrastructure request. More 
information on the success of our application will be provided later this fall. 

Internet connectivity has been a major concern for our council. We have 
been working in collaboration with Valley Fiber and are hopeful that all residents in 
the RM of Morris will have access to high speed internet by the end of 2019. Please 
check our FB and website for progress reports. 

Council has completed the first step in the expansion of the Rosenort 
Industrial Park. Economic development is a high priority for council and the 
expansion of the Industrial Park will assist us in meeting increased economic and 
business demands. The addition of high speed internet capacity will be included in 
our business promotion plans. 

Drainage maintenance work has been an essential part of our Public Works 
plan. The 2019 drain maintenance plan is almost complete and we will now focus on 
work along some of the E-W municipal drains. Council wants to acknowledge the 
work of PW Foreman Paul Robert and his staff for their work in maintaining our 
infrastructure. 

Council has already begun the establishment of a 2020 drain maintenance 
plan. Please submit any work requests for 2020 promptly so that our staff can 
complete their maintenance program for next year. 

On behalf of council I want to thank all residents for their support and 
encouragement as we establish work plans and policies that meet the needs of our 
communities. 

Special thanks also to our CAO and all the staff for their dedication and hard 
work as we work together to serve the community that elected us. 

Travel safely on our roads and pay special attention as farmers complete the 
2019 harvest season. 

Reeve Ralph Groening 

Recycling Depot Bin Locations: 
• Aubigny (30187 PR 246) 
• Sperling (2 New St) 
• Sewell (18133 Recksiedler Rd) 
• Lowe Farm Landfill (24059 Rd 5W) 
• Rosenort Landfill (NE 9-6-1E) 

RECYCLING ONLY, NO GARBAGE PLEASE. 

CAO Report 
 

Upgraded Internet – we have reported 
previously that the Rural Municipality of 
Morris entered into an agreement with 

Valley Fiber to supply fibre to the 
home/business in Rosenort and Lowe 

Farm.  This summer has been busy with 
crews working in both communities and 

points in between. 
We were advised on September 24th, 

2019 that the first ‘test’ customers went 
live in Rosenort.  Since then we have 
been advised that Valley Fiber is busy 

connecting customers.  From our 
understanding, upon completion of the 
customer installs in Rosenort they will 

then switch to Lowe Farm and areas in-
between.  As for the balance of the 

municipality, there is a new tower that 
will be erected in Rosenort this fall that 
will be able to service a fair amount of 

customers that will not be able to access 
fibre directly.  Valley Fiber also has a 
tower in Lowe Farm. They are also 

working towards renewing/securing 
other vertical assets to allow them to 

service the balance of the municipality 
with better internet via their ‘Fixed 

Wireless’ system.  We have been advised 
that they plan to have this all in place by 

the end of 2019. 
Boil Water Advisories (BWA) – our 

potable water is supplied to us by the 
Pembina Valley Water Cooperative 

(PVWC).  This summer the PVWC has 
been making some improvement changes 
to their systems, and these changes have 

resulted in precautionary boil water 
advisories. 

continues on page 2….. 
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R.M. of Morris Website 
Please take the time to visit our website 
and check out our upcoming events.  
We would like to include as many 
community events as possible, so please 
forward information to Jennifer at the 
R.M. of Morris office by calling 204-
746-7300 or send her an email at 
jennifer@rmofmorris.ca  
 
 
 
 
 
Water Works Emergency Line:  
204-746-7300 
Animal Control Officer John Doerksen: 
204-746-0593 

 
 
 Reminders 

Address Change: Please remember to advise the RM of Morris Office if 
you are moving so changes can be made to your accounts. 
Outstanding Utilities: Water bills are sent out quarterly. Any accounts 
overdue 45 days will be transferred to your tax account. 
Penalties: Any overdue accounts will receive a penalty on the first 
day of each month. 
Building Permits: Applications require an appointment with our 
building inspector Trevor Dackow. Please call our office first if you 
wish to build. 
Water Shut Off: When leaving your house for long periods of time 
please remember to turn off your water. This prevents the lines from 
freezing in the winter and any possible water leaks or issues with the 
line. 
Property Taxes: 2019 Property Taxes are due October 31st, 2019. 
Supplementary Taxes are due on November 30th, 2019. 
2020 Drainage: Drainage requests for the 2020 Drainage Plan are due 
October 31st, 2019. Please drop off requests at our office or email to 
jennifer@rmofmorris.ca. 
 

Recycling Pick Up  

In the case of a boil water advisory please follow the instructions below: 
To avoid purchasing water bottles, and prior to the service interruption, water 

users can store tap water in clean containers for drinking water purposes and should fill 
the bathtub for flushing water during the outage.  

Due to flushing of lines after the water service resumes, water users may 
experience a sputtering water flow, discoloured or dirty water. This is normal and 
should resolve after a few minutes of running your cold water tap. 
All water should be brought to a rolling boil for at least one minute before it is 
used for: 
• Drinking and ice making 
• Preparing beverages, such as infant formula 
• Preparing food 
• Brushing teeth  
It is not necessary to boil tap water used for other household purposes, such as laundry 
or washing dishes. Adult and older children that are able to avoid swallowing the water 
can wash, bathe, or shower. Young children should be sponge bathed. If boiling is not 
feasible, an alternate and safe supply of water should be used. 

To avoid burn injuries from hot water, caution should be taken. Please keep 
young children away from boiled water, and place kettles and pots away from counters 
and stove edges. Notices will be posted to our media.  

 
 

Sperling, Riverside, Rosenort & Aubigny 

Rosenort & Lowe Farm 
 

Holiday….CLOSED 
 

Fire Chief / Building Inspector Report 
Fall is upon us again. I sincerely hope everyone had a good summer! Now that the weather is going to turn colder 

once again, people will once again be using wood stoves for extra heat. Please ensure that you have your chimney cleaned 
by a WETT certified tradesperson before you begin burning this year. Should you be considering installing a new wood 
stove, please ensure that the stove has a CSA seal on it and is installed by a WETT certified professional. You would be well 
advised to consult with your insurance broker prior to making the decision to install a wood stove. 

Fire Prevention Week runs October 6 – 12 this year. This is a good time to check the batteries in your smoke 
detectors and to practice your family fire escape plan. 

Should you be considering building a garage or shed this fall to store your tools and toys, please remember that 
any structure over 120 square feet requires a building permit. Call or visit me at the municipal office for more information. 

 
Trevor Dackow, Fire Chief / Building Inspector 

Cell: (204) 712-0022 
Office: (204) 746-7300 

 

Public Works Report 
Drainage: Almost done with the drainage program for this year; hopefully this rain and weather can smarten up. Once 
finished we will be doing work around McTavish and Silver Plains. Graders will start spreading dirt from the ditches when 
weather permits.  
Roads: For the most part the roads held up quite nicely for the first part of harvest of wheat, oats and canola. Roads will be 
softer now for the soybeans and corn harvest. If a dirt road is rutted pretty badly, please phone the office and let them 
know so we can try to blade it before a rain. 
Various: Urban mowing was a good trial this year for Rosenort and Lowe Farm. As for the residents of Aubigny and 
Sperling, sorry for the lack of mowing attention, with no green team it was hard to get everything done. 
With Valley Fiber now done with conduit installs we are remediating the excavation area with topsoil and grass seed. I 
would like to thank the property owners who have done this work themselves. 
Let’s hope Mother Nature will be nice to us for the rest of this fall. 
 

Paul Robert, Public Works Manager 
(204) 746-7300 

 

Sign up for emailed utility billing to 
receive your utility bill quicker. Email 
marley@rmofmorris.ca , or go to our 

website and apply online! 
 

Emailed receipts are an option when 
paying any bill to the RM of Morris. 

To setup please email 
jennifer@rmofmorris.ca, or provide 
your email address when mailing in a 

payment (not applicable for online 
payments). 

 

If you would like to sign up for email 
notifications please 

email jennifer@rmofmorris.ca. 
You will not be sent every update and 

notice that we publicize, only important 
notices such as boil water advisory 

notices and other important notices that 
that affect large areas or the entire 

municipality. 
Please note that if you have already 

provided your email address to us (eg. 
emailed utility billing or email tax 

receipts) we already have your email on 
our listing. 

PLEASE SHARE THIS 
INFORMATION AMONGST YOUR 

NEIGHBOURS, FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY. 

Please note that email notifications will 
be sent out during regular office hours. 

You may refer to our Facebook page 
for after hours notices.  

…..continued from page 1 
We are working with the PVWC to improve our communications and give you the information further ahead of time if we 
are aware that a BWA will be coming 

Investing in Canada – The Federal Government has created a new funding program called ‘Investing in Canada’.  
There are a number of funding streams that we as municipalities may apply for.  The Rural Municipality of Morris Council 
has made application to this program to ‘expand/enhance/upgrade’ our utility system. 
In order to allow us to provide a better and more enhanced Water & Sewer Utility system we have applied for one project 
with a number of phases. 

In brief our application includes a new water reservoir to allow us to provide better supply to a portion of the rural 
system and also the Rosenort system.  Another portion of the application includes expansion of the Rosenort Lagoon, along 
with the possibility of establishing a rural sewer system for the Community of Aubigny and surrounding area.  The 
application that was submitted was for just over $14.8 million.  If we are successful in obtaining approval for all or only a 
portion of this application the municipality will be only liable for 26.67% of whatever is approved.  Should we be successful 
this would be a great way to partner with other levels of Government in order to provide the services our ratepayers 
require. 

Property Taxes – Just a quick reminder that your municipal tax bill is due on October 31st, 2019.  Please ensure that 
your taxes are paid on or prior to this date in order to avoid any penalty/interest charges. 

 
Larry Driedger, CMMA, CAO 
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