
Rural Municipality of Morris Minutes 
December 17th, 2014 

Where Agriculture & Industry Meet!  

 

 

Minutes of a the RM of Morris Council meeting held on Wednesday, December 17th,  
2014, commencing at 9:00 a.m. in the RM of Morris Council Chambers.  Reeve Ralph 
Groening, and Councillors Stan Siemens, Barry Fraese, Denis Robert, Mervin Dueck, 
Rick Giesbrecht and Margaret Gluck were present with Reeve Groening in the chair.  
Public Works Manager, Don Harder, CAO, Larry Driedger and Recording Secretary 
Julie Snarr were also present at the meeting. 
 
Call to Order: 

 
239/14 Mervin Dueck - Rick Giesbrecht 

Resolved that the November 21st, 2014 Council Agenda be adopted as 
presented. 

Carried. 
1 Council Minutes: 

 
1.1  November 21st, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes 
 
240/14 Margaret Gluck – Barry Fraese 

Resolved that the minutes of a meeting that was held on November 21st, 2014 be 
adopted as amended and presented. 

Carried. 
2 Finance/Personnel: 
 
2.1  Cheque Listing 
 
241/14 Rick Giesbrecht - Mervin Dueck 

Resolved that the Rural Municipality of Morris approve the accounts as 
presented from cheque numbers 201401760 to 201401913 totalling 
$3,252,884.86. 

Carried. 
 
2.2   2013 Financial Statement – November 2014 
 
242/14 Barry Fraese – Stan Siemens 

Resolved that the RM of Morris Council adopt the Financial Statement for 
November 2014.  

Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rural Municipality of Morris Minutes 
December 17th, 2014 

Where Agriculture & Industry Meet!  

 

 

2.3 Interim Budget 
 
243/14 Stan Siemens – Margaret Gluck 

Resolved that the Council of the R.M. of Morris approve the following interim 
budget for 2015: 

  Government Services  $230,000.00 
  Protective Services   $  57,500.00 
  Transportation Services  $460,000.00 
  Environmental Health  $  57,500.00 
  Public Health & Welfare  $  11,500.00 
  Environmental Development $  11,500.00 
  Economic Development  $149,500.00 
  Recreation    $  57,500.00 
  Fiscal Services   $  57,500.00 
       $1,092,500.00 

Carried. 
2.4  Penalty Reversals 

 
244/14 Stan Siemens – Mervin Dueck  

Resolved that the RM of Morris reverse the following penalties: 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tax Roll Reason Reversal Amount 

203341 
EPTCA received on property tax, penalty not 
required $8.75 

80800 
Taxes were all paid, but were added to one 
tax roll 80700 $16.27 

279600 

Penalty was applied. Payment were received 
before due date but wasn’t entered in before 
the due date. $10.68 
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2.5 Account Adjustments 
 

245/14 Margaret Gluck – Rick Giesbrecht  
Resolved that the RM of Morris adjust the following property tax accounts: 
 

Tax Roll 
Transfer to 
AR  Description Amount 

203339 567 

Owners requested tax credit 
to be transferred to their AR 
as credit $178.65 

Tax Roll 
Transfer to 
tax  Description Amount 

807000 

808000 Two separate online 
payments were added to one 
tax roll $1,301.65 

203336 
203335 Utility Transferred to wrong 

tax roll $64.23 

 
Carried. 

2.6  Education Property Tax Credit Advance 
 
246/14 Barry Fraese – Stan Siemens 

Resolved that the RM of Morris approve the following EPTCA on the following 
property tax roll. 

 

Tax Roll  Description Amount 

201980000 EPTCA approval (700.00) 

203341000 EPTCA approval (700.00) 

 
Carried. 

2.7  Utility Adjustments 
 
247/14 Rick Giesbrecht – Mervin Dueck  

Resolved that the RM of Morris adjust the following utility tax account. 
 

Utility No.  Description Amount 

260175.00 Credit account. Garbage pick-up was missed 
at his residence 

(2.54) 

 
Carried. 
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2.8   Refunds 
 

248/14 Stan Siemens – Denis Robert 
Resolved that the RM of Morris refund the following AR accounts: 

 

Account 
No. Description Reason Refund 

934 Bulk Water 
Bulk Card was never 
used $50.00 

 
    

 
935 Bulk Water 

Bulk Card was never 
used $50.00 

 
Carried. 
 

2.9 Account Receivable Adjustments 
 

249/14 Denis Robert - Rick Giesbrecht  
Resolved that the RM of Morris cancel the following AR account penalties:  

 
Carried. 

 
2.10 Outstanding Water Accounts Transfer to Property Taxes 
 
250/14 Denis Robert - Stan Siemens 

Resolved that the RM of Morris transfer the outstanding utility accounts to their 
property taxes as per attached listing. 
 

Carried. 
3 Committee & Reports: 
 
3.1 Reeves Report.   
3.2 Sperling Rink Board Meeting Minutes.   
3.3 Valley Regional Library Meeting Minutes .  
3.4 Rosenort Rec Minutes. 
3.5 Morris Golf Course Financial Statement.   
3.6 VAS Meeting and Report.                                
3.7 Pembina Valley Water Co-op Finance Report.  
             
 

AR Account No.  Description Cancellation 
Amount 

323 Landfill penalties cancellation – not worth 
sending out to collect 

$1.67 
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4 Action Correspondence: 
 
4.1  RM of Morris Utility Rate Increase 
 
251/14 Margaret Gluck – Mervin Dueck 

Resolved that the RM of Morris adopt the revised utility rates, as attached, 
effective January 1st, 2015. 

Carried. 
 
4.2 Graydon Veterinary Services 
 

Larry and Don will come up with a new location for the Rosenort Vaccination 
Clinic.  
 

4.3  Cost Sharing on Boundary Drains 
 
252/14 Mervin Dueck - Rick Giesbrecht 

WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Morris has an agreement with the Rural 
Municipality of Rhineland which deals with cost sharing on boundary drains; 
AND WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Rhineland completed works on the 
boundary drain in 2013 for which the Rural Municipality of Morris would be 
responsible for 45% under the cost sharing agreement; 
AND WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Rhineland failed to consult with the 
Rural Municipality of Morris prior to these drainage works being done, and our 
45% share would amount to $6,210.00; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Rural Municipality of Morris 
issue a payment of $4,000 to the Rural Municipality of Rhineland for those said 
drainage works and that this is the maximum that the Rural Municipality of Morris 
will pay for this project. 

Carried. 
 
4.4 Purchase of a 2003 IH 7600 c/chassis tandem 
 
253/14 Denis Robert - Rick Giesbrecht 

Resolved that the RM of Morris purchase the 2003 IH 7600 c/chassis tandem for 
$40,000 plus taxes. 

Carried. 
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4.5 Amalgamation of the Lowe Farm, Sperling and Rosenort Utilities 
 
254/14 Barry Fraese - Denis Robert 

WHEREAS the Rural Municipality of Morris currently owns and operates four 
different utility systems, namely Rural Water, Lowe Farm Water & Sewer, 
Rosenort Water & Sewer and Sperling Water & Sewer; 
AND WHEREAS in Public Utilities Board Order No. 157/11, Item 7. “The Rural 
Municipality of Morris make application to the Board to approve the 
amalgamation of the Lowe Farm, Sperling and Rosenort Utilities”; 
 
AND WHEREAS Council of the Rural Municipality of Morris deem it in the best 
interests of the Municipality to also include the Rural Water Utility in the 
amalgamation process; 
 
AND WHEREAS as of November 30, 2014 the Rural Utility Reserve has a 
balance of $35,361.17 and the Rosenort Utility Reserve has a balance of 
$6,953.19 and the other Utility Funds do not have a reserve balance; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT we make application to the Public 
Utilities Board to amalgamate the above four Utilities into one Utility operation; 
 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT the current amounts in the reserve 
fund balances for these Utility Reserves be set aside for future projects as 
related to those specific areas; 
 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT there continues to be a difference 
between the Urban Water Rates and the Rural Water Rates; 
 
AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT we conduct a water rate review/study 
in 2015 to ensure that the rates being charged are adequate to ensure the long 
term viability of the utility system. 

Carried.
   

4.6 AECOM Agreement – Geotechnical Investigation for Lowe Farm Lagoon 
 
255/14 Rick Giesbrecht - Stan Siemens 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT we enter into an agreement with AECOM to conduct a 
Geotechnical Investigation for the Lowe Farm Lagoon expansion at the quoted 
cost of $22,050 plus applicable taxes. 

Carried. 
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5 Delegations: 
 
10:00 am: Lorne Hamblin attended the meeting. 
 

He presented Council with an update on the Dekalb Super Spiel, and he is 
requesting our continued support for the next two years to be a “Host” Sponsor at 
an annual cost of $5,000.00.  The overall feedback on having the Dekalb in 
Rosenort was generally positive. The attendance could have been better, but 
overall it was positive experience for the community of Rosenort. 
 
Mr. Hamblin requested that if possible, would Council be able to make a decision 
by January 15th, 2015?  Council will make a decision at their next Council 
meeting in January, whether to be a continued sponsor for the next two years. 

 
11:30 am: Public Works Supervisor, Don Harder attended the meeting 
 

Some Items discussed: 
 

 Drainage: There will be a one mile carry-over on the 110 drain.  It is starting to 
take too long, with all the snow in the drain.   

 Culverts: Culvert tender in March. 

 Water works: Water hook-ups for urban and rural update. 

 Equipment: Tendering some of the older equipment next Spring. 
 
 

6 Information Package:  
 
6.1 Fire Inspector, Lyle Rance:  Silverwinds Colony Fire Inspection report. 
6.2 Lowe Farm Fire Department Activity Report. 
6.3 Fire Inspector, Lyle Rance: Fire Inspection report, Rosenort Housing.   
6.4 Community Planning Subdivision: 4152-12-5840 Expired.   
6.5 Minister of Municipal Government : Community project nomination.   
6.6 Municipal Board: Decision & Order on Kehler file.   
6.7 Canada-MB Infrastructure Program: Lowe Farm Lagoon update.   
6.8 Manitoba Conservation: Wastewater Management.   
6.9 City Mayor Brian Bowman: Congratulates on our municipal election.   
6.10 The Royal Canadian Legion: Military Service Recognition book rates.   
6.11 His Honour the Honourable Philip S. Lee & Her Honour Anita K. Lee: 

New Year’s Eve Levee invite.   
6.12 Rivers West: 2014 Annual Report.   
6.13 Community Planning: Subdivision 4152-14-7291 Approved. 
 
 
 
 



Rural Municipality of Morris Minutes 
December 17th, 2014 

Where Agriculture & Industry Meet!  

 

 

 
 
7 Other Business/Discussions: 
 
7.1 RM of Morris Event Calendar.   
7.2 November Web Analytics.   
7.3 RM of Morris Purchase of Laptop Computers – Will get final numbers for 

purchase. 
7.4 Mapping system on RM website – CAO will get a final quote from our web 

designer.  
7.4 K-Tec Expansion – Discussion on the agreement between Rosemor and 

Riverside Holdings. 
7.5 RM of Morris Draft Zoning & Development Plan By-laws – Discussion on some of 

the changes from the Open House meetings that were held at the beginning of 
December.  Council agreed with the edits as proposed by AECOM.  We will now 
proceed to the next level in the process. 

 
8 Adjournment Resolution: 
 
256/14 Stan Siemens – Denis Robert 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting is now adjourned at 11:50 
A.M. and the next regular meeting of Council be held on Wednesday, January 
14th, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Carried. 
 

 
 

__________________________  ___________________________ 
REEVE     CAO 

 
 


